


















If you do not want your birthday to be listed in the newsletter, please notify Vonda Hester at vhester@baycountyfl.gov. 
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Service Anniversaries 
20 Years  
Richard Evans Bay County Library 

Stanley Lesner   Roads & Bridges Division 

William Morrison   Roads & Bridges Division 

David Peterson  Roads & Bridges Division 

Richard Evans  Bay County Library 

15 Years   
Henry Jones Roads & Bridges Division 

10 Years  
Lynn Elliott Bay County Library 

5 Years   

Richard Hinson  Fire Services Division 

David Marcum Mosquito Control Division 

Welcome Aboard ~ April New Hires! 

1 Alvin  Edwards, Ed Smith 

2 Kimberly Barbero, Howard Jones 
3 James Dodge, Marcus Vigil, Anthony Lama 
5 Thomas Newton, Fred Wakefield 
6 Rose Burns, Dennis Stubbs, Sandi Bunn 
7 Trevor Clark. John Deegins 

10 Janie Lucas, Herman Riley 
12 Natasha  Lithway, Robert Vinson 
16 Sidney Busick 

17 Donald Banks, Myra Paxton, Roy Golden,  
Matthew Bland 

19 Jim Davey, George Hand 

20 David Pfister, Richard Evans,  
Sidney Willingham 

21 Glenda Smeby, Marcy Townsend 
22 Timothy Harper, Misty Haddock 
23 Sheila  Bankhead, David Marcum 
25 Valerie Sale, Daniel Parker, Ray Banner 
27 Marcia Bush 
28 Douglas Cook 
29 Stephen Thomason 
30 Sara Dean 

  

Pauline Pendarvis  Gulf County Library 

Jim  Muller   County Manager's Office 

Adam Bass   Water Systems Division 

Robert Smith  Information Technology Div 

Sheri Golden   Gulf County Library 

Thomas Odom  Water Systems Division 



05/04/13 Food Canning Class 

Bay County Cooperative Extension 

2728 E 14th St., 850-784-6105 

05/01 to 

05/05/13 

Thunder Beach Spring Rally 

Visit: www.thunderbeachproductions.com  or 

Call PC Beach Convention Center @ 850-

233-5070 or 1-800-722-3224 

05/03 to 

05/19/13 

Kaleidoscope: “Lettice and Lovage Play 

Fri. & Sat. @ 7:30 p.m./Sun. @ 2:00 p.m. 

05/03 to 

05/05/13 

Spring Festival of Arts @ McKenzie 

Park-Fri 5-9p.m., Sat. 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., &  

Sun. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

05/04/13 P. C. Pops-Three Times the Pops @ 7:30 

p.m./Marina Civic Center-call 850-785-

7677 to order tickets 

05/07/13 Goodwill Big Bend Job Fair from 1:00 

p.m. to 4:00 p.m. @ Port St. Joe Centen-

nial Building  Call:850-229-1273 

05/09/13 GCSC Military Park Celebration-Open to 

the Public-Call: 850-873-3583 (Rain Date set 

for 05/16/13) 

05/10/13 GCSC Dinner /Kenny Loggins Concert 

@ Edgewater Beach Resort Conference 

Contact: 850-872-3812 

05/10/13 19th Annual Chief’s Golf Tournament @ 

Pelican Point, TAFB 

05/12/13 Mother’s Day Brunch @ Kingfish in 

Baypoint-Call 850-236-6075 for reserva-

tions (Wyndham Bay Point Resort) 

05/16/13 9th Annual Career Expo @ PC Mall 

09:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

COMMUNITY  

ACTIVITIES 

Bay County Currents Page 11 

  
  

05/16/2013 

to 10/17/13 

Bay Breeze Concert Series  @ Downtwon 

Marina  Call: 850-785-2554 for more in-

formation 

05/17/13 17th Annual Spring Golf Tournament 

@ Hombre Golf Club, Hwy 98, Back 

Beach Road, PC Beach  Call: 850-215-

3757 for more information 

05/18/13 PC Beach Festival of the Arts & Gumbo 

Cook-off @ Palms Conference Center 

next to Zoo World  Call: 850-624-4150 

05/18/13 Mystique-A Murder/Mystery Theatre 

“Shenanigans at Hippie High” hosted by the 

JR. League of Panama City 

05/24/13 ZZ Top Concert @  the Aaron Bes-

sant Park 

  The Ben Miller Band and The Kevin 

Jacob’s Band.  

This is an ALL AGES show  

 kids under the age Of 8 get in FREE.   

 Doors open at 5 p.m.  

 show starts at 6 p.m.  

 General Admission tickets = $65.00 

 Hess VIP Lounge Tickets = $95.00 

 

Visit http://www.showclix.com/event/

ZZTop-pcbeach  for purchase of tickets 

or to find out more on a/k/a “That Little 

Ol’ Band From Texas” 
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Threats from Bay County’s Non-Native Popcorn Trees 

Non-native species that threaten our environment, economy, or human health are defined as invasive spe-
cies. The National Park Service and Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission estimate control of non-native 
invasive species costs Florida over 500 million dollars each year. One example of a Bay County invasive 
species causing serious damage is the Chinese Tallow or “Popcorn” tree. 

Popcorn trees were introduced locally in the 1970s and 80s during construction of some our most prestigious 
neighborhoods. These trees have beautiful red and yellow leaves in the fall and are extremely fast growers. 
Fast establishment and growth were perfect at the time for our new subdivisions, or so we thought.  

Today the impact from tallows close to houses are sometimes found in damaged foundations, patios and 
sidewalks as roots expand and grow into places we never imagined. After the fall foliage is gone, there is a 
supply of white seeds that look like popcorn. Seeds are scattered by birds, storm water, and vehicles. Scien-
tists estimate seeds remain capable of producing new popcorn trees for up to 100 years!  

Especially impacted are wetlands where popcorn tree seedlings are easily established. Wetlands are the kid-
neys of the watershed and once they become dominated by tallow they are less effective at providing habitat 
and removing potential pollutants from our bays and estuaries. This is a problem that requires homeowner 
action and stewardship to protect our homes and coastal natural resources.  

  

Photograph courtesy of       
 Chinese Tallow replacing native wetland 
Walter Hodge, Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants            vegetation. Courtesy of TAMU news. 
 
Attractive fall color of the Popcorn tree is enticing but seeds are numerous and easily spread.  

The Chinese Tallow can be controlled and removed by several methods. The fastest and most effective for a 
small to medium-size tree is a stump treatment. Herbicides such as round-up (or glyphosate equivalent) are 
applied within one minute of the final saw cut over the top of the stump. This is often applied using a paint 
brush or small spray bottle. Another good stump applied herbicide is “brush and stump killer” or home-
owner products containing triclopyr. Large trees should be removed by a certified arborist. 
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Replacement native trees you can consider after the popcorn tree has been removed include Red Maple, Flor-
ida Maple, River birch, and Blackgum also known as Tupelo. Maples and Blackgum trees provide great fall 
color to the landscape. The River Birch is fast growing, breakage resistant, and has beautiful exfoliating gray-
ish-white bark. For more information on other native trees visit our tree selection web tool at http://
hort.ifas.ufl.edu/woody/selection.shtml 

To learn more about local invasive species visit http://floridainvasives.org  

 

 

Suggested replacement trees are Maples (left) Tupelo or Blackgum (right) and River Birch (bottom). (photos 
courtesy of UF/IFAS Jackson, Okaloosa, and Baker Counties).   

If you would like to contact Scott for more information, you can reach him at the UF/IFAS Bay Extension Of-
fice at 784-6105.  All programs are open to all persons regardless of race, color, age, sex, handicap or national 
origin.  Submitted by:  L. Scott Jackson 
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12 Tips for time Management 

Yes, yes, yes, you are very busy. That’s why you meet deadlines at the last minute. Or after. 
That’s why you cruise into meetings 15 minutes late. It’s why you forget details or schedule two 
tasks for the same time or have 500 unanswered emails in your inbox. It’s why you can never 
take a vacation, or even a full weekend off. 

Or is it? Maybe poor time management is simply a bad habit. Maybe you can learn to organ-
ize and control your time better. Because let’s face it, time management is really self manage-
ment. 

1. Identify your time wasters 

2. Create Time Management Goals 

3. Implement a Time Management plan 

4. Use Time Management tools; technology or a pa-
per-based calendar 

5. All things being equal, do the hardest, least fun 
thing first. Just get it over with! 

6. Prioritize ruthlessly 

7. Learn to Delegate and Outsource 

8. Establish Routines and stick to them 

9. Set time limits for tasks 

10. Organize your Systems...if your current systems 
do not work, redo 

11. Don’t waste time waiting 

12. Make sure you are running your technology, not 
your technology managing you! 

4 TIPS for Being Super Productive 

√ Get to know yourself & your preferences.  What are 
your goals, priorities & style 

√ Learn to manage interruptions 

√ Understand that it is ok to say “NO” to projects, time 
wasters, & people that don’t fit into your priority plan 

√ Organize your mind and your 
space 

 

 

The 5 S’s for Organization 

SORT IT——  Get Rid of It! 

SET IN ORDER——  Organize It! 

SHINE IT ——  Clean it & solve the issue 

STANDARDIZE IT ——Make the process        
       consistent 

SUSTAIN IT ——  Keep up the process 

 



 

Interested in quitting tobacco? 
Please come to our upcoming 
Free Tools to Quit session. 
Because NOW is the best time 
to quit.  

 

When: Tuesday, 

May 14, 2013  

Time: 5:30-7:30pm  

  

Where: Bay Medical 

Healthplex Fitness Center 

Classroom 
Corner of Baldwin and Hwy 77 

 

Free Nicotine Patches 
And/or Gum 

for program participants 
 
 
 
 

 
To Register or for more information, please contact 

(850) 482-6500 or bnuccio@bigbendahec.org 

 


